
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S NORWAY 
We are so glad to have you worship with us! 

We are a growing, diverse, and energetic faith community learning to follow Jesus together. 
Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you are invited to join us. 

ST. JOHN’S NORWAY 
470 Woodbine Avenue Church Office: (416) 691-4560 Facebook: @stjohnsnorway 
Toronto, Ontario  E-mail: admin@stjohnsnorway.com Instagram: @stjohnsnorway 
M4E 2H6   Website: stjohnsnorway.com  Twitter: @stjnorway 
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Second Sunday of Advent 
10:30 AM – Sunday, December 7, 2025 

 
Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Molly Finlay 

Deacon: The Rev. John Quaggin 
Readers: Jeffrey Kentner, Carolyn Kubbinga 

Intercessor: Linn Baran 
Candle Lighting: Chris Ryan, Emma and Sam 

Chalice Bearer: Kathryn Kern 
Server: Ardith Baerveldt 

Music Director: Declan Tse 
Soloists: Zyion Stephens, Tarquin Wongkee, Daniel Rojas 

 
Prelude Music 
 
Welcome & Gathering of the Community 
 
(Please stand) 
 
Advent Hymn              CP 91 - People Look East! The Time is Near (verse 2) 
Furrows, be glad! Though earth is bare, 
one more seed is planted there: 
give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
that in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 
 
(Please remain standing) 
 
The Lighting of the Advent Candles 
Reader 1 We light this candle as a symbol of the purity of heart only God can 

bring. 
 
The second candle is lit.  
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Reader 2 For he shall purify his people like gold and silver, until they shine 
forth his righteousness!  

All Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
 
Opening Hymn                               CP 100 - Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 
Comfort, comfort ye my people, 
speak ye peace: thus saith our God. 
Comfort those who sit in darkness 
bowed beneath oppression's load; 
speak ye to Jerusalem 
of the peace that waits for them: 
tell her that her sins I cover, 
and her warfare now is over. 
 
Hark! The herald's voice is calling 
in the desert far and near, 
calling us to new repentance 
since the reign of God is here. 
Oh, that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for Christ a way; 
let the valleys rise to meet him, 
and the hills bow down to greet him. 
 
Make ye straight what long was crooked; 
make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble 
as befits Messiah's reign. 
For the glory of the Lord 
now o'er earth is shed abroad, 
and all flesh shall see the token 
that God's Word is never broken. 
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Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
be with you all.  

All   And also with you. 
 
Celebrant Almighty God, 
All   to you all hearts are open,  

all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration  
of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

 
Collect of the Day  
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, 
who sent your servant John the Baptist 
to prepare your people to welcome the Messiah, 
inspire us, the ministers and stewards of your truth, 
to turn our disobedient hearts to you, 
that when the Christ shall come again to be our judge, 
we may stand with confidence before his glory; 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 
 
(Please be seated) 
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The Proclamation of the Word  
 
The Readings  
Reader  A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall 
grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in 
the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide 
by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the 
lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and 
the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the 
bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of 
the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth 
will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 
the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  

(Isaiah 11:1-10) 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  
Choir   In his days justice will flourish; 
  in his days fullness of peace forevermore.  
 
All   In his days justice will flourish; 
  in his days fullness of peace forevermore.  
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Choir   Give the King your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king's son;  
 
  that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;  
 
  that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,  
  and the hills, in righteousness.  
 
All   In his days justice will flourish; 
  in his days fullness of peace forevermore.  
 
Choir   Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
 
  May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,  
  from one generation to another.  
 
  Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,  
  like showers that water the earth.  
 
  In his time shall the righteous flourish;  
  there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.  
 
All   In his days justice will flourish; 
  in his days fullness of peace forevermore.  
 
Choir   Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel;  
  you alone do wondrous deeds!  
 
  And blessed be your glorious name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen. 
 
All   In his days justice will flourish; 
  in his days fullness of peace forevermore.  
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Reader  A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 
 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of 
the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness 
and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 
accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome 
one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 
of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might 
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I 
will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name"; 
and again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; and again, 
"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him"; 
and again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises 
to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope." May the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.           (Romans 15:4-13) 

 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

The Gospel is carried down the centre aisle into the midst of the people gathered, as a 
symbol of God’s sending out of Jesus—who is the “Word made flesh” into the world. 

 
All   Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
Deacon  The Lord be with you.  
People   And also with you.  
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." This 
is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, The voice 
of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.'" Now John wore clothing of camel's hair 
with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to 
him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many 
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to 
yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the 
ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you 
with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."                         

        (Matthew 3:1-12) 
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Deacon The Gospel of Christ. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
All   Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
The Sermon                                 The Rev. Molly Finlay 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
Celebrant  Let us confess our faith as we say, 
All   I believe in God, 

the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
(Please sit or kneel for prayer) 
 
The Prayers of the People  
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Confession and Absolution 
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, 
 God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
 he welcomes sinners  
 and invites them to his table.  
 Let us confess our sins, 
 confident in God’s forgiveness.  

 
Silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant  Most merciful God,  
All  we confess that we have sinned against you  
  in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us,  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your name.   
Amen.   

 
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
  pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
  and keep you in eternal life; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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(Please stand) 
 
The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Sharing “peace” with one another is an ancient Christian tradition, not only in the words 

of Jesus, but also in the practices of the Christian community.  
Passing the peace began as a way for people in the Christian community to be reconciled 

to one another before making their offering at the altar. 
It is for this reason that the Peace always comes before Communion.  

We impart the Peace of Christ with one another when we greet each other  
in this meaningful way. 

 
(Please remain standing and join in singing) 
 
Offertory Music        I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (Kathleen Thomerson) 
I want to walk as a child of the light 
I want to follow Jesus 
God sent the stars to give light to the world 
The star of my life is Jesus 
 
[Chorus] 
In Him, there is no darkness at all 
The night and the day are both alike 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 
 
I want to see the brightness of God 
I want to look at Jesus 
Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path 
And show me the way to the Father [Chorus] 
 
I'm looking for the coming of Christ 
I want to be with Jesus 
When we have run with patience the race 
We shall know the joy of Jesus [Chorus]  
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The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 
Invitation to Offering  

 
We at St. John the Baptist Norway give regularly to God’s work  

through offerings and other gifts.  Our offerings support the life of the parish,  
as well as the work we do in the world, both locally and globally.  

We invite you to contribute financially as you can to the life and ministry of the parish. 
 
If you wish to donate online through Canada Helps, please scan the QR code 

and follow the link.  To sign up for pre-authorized giving, you may contact 
the Church Office at admin@stjohnsnorway.com or  

call us at 416-691-4560.  Thank you! 
 
(Please stand) 
 
The Prayer over the Gifts 
Celebrant God our strength, 

we are nothing without you. 
Receive all we offer you this day 
as you sustain us with your mercy; 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God, 

creator of heaven and earth; 
we give you thanks and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who in the fullness of time came among us in our flesh,  
and opened to us the way of salvation.  
Now we watch for the day when he will come again  
in power and great triumph to judge this world,  
that we, without shame or fear, 
may rejoice to behold his appearing.  
Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with angels and archangels  
and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn 
to proclaim the glory of your name.  

  
All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Celebrant We give thanks to you, Lord our God,  
for the goodness and love  
you have made known to us in creation;  
in calling Israel to be your people;  
in your Word spoken through the prophets;  
and above all in the Word made flesh,  
Jesus your Son.   
For in these last days you sent him  
to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.   
In him you have delivered us from evil,  
and made us worthy to stand before you.   
In him you have brought us  
out of error into truth,  
out of sin into righteousness,  
out of death into life. 
 
On the night he was handed over  
to suffering and death,  
a death he freely accepted,  
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;  
and when he had given thanks to you,  
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,  
and said, “Take, eat:   
this is my body which is given for you.   
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine;  
and when he had given thanks,  
he gave it to them  
and said, “Drink this, all of you:   
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins.   
Whenever you drink it,  
do this for the remembrance of me.”    
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  Therefore, Father, according to his command,  
All We remember his death,  

we proclaim his resurrection,  
we await his coming in glory; 

 
Celebrant and we offer our sacrifice  

of praise and thanksgiving  
to you, Lord of all;  
presenting to you, from your creation,  
this bread and this wine.   
 

  We pray you, gracious God,  
to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts,  
that they may be the sacrament  
of the body of Christ  
and his blood of the new covenant.   
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,  
that we, made acceptable in him,  
may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

 
In the fullness of time,  
reconcile all things in Christ,  
and make them new,  
and bring us to that city of light 
where you dwell with all your children;   
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
the firstborn of all creation,  
the head of the Church,  
and the author of our salvation;  
 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,  
now and forever. 

People  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us,  

we are bold to say, 
People  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant God of promise, 
 you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 
People Happy are those who are called  

to the supper of the Lamb. 
 
The Communion 
Celebrant The gifts of God for the people of God. 
People  Thanks be to God! 

 
CP 690 - Lamb of God 

All  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
grant us peace.  
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We are pleased to offer communion in both kinds—the bread and wine. 
You are welcome to take a small sip of wine from the chalice server,  
guiding the cup with your hand, or you can simply pass the cup by.   

Please know that you are receiving full communion with the bread alone. 
 

Communion Music                       Comfort Ye My People (from Messiah, G.F. Handel) 
CP 107 – Prepare the Way of the Lord 

Prepare the way of the Lord, 
prepare the way of the Lord, 
and all people will see  
the salvation of our God. 
 
(Please stand) 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Celebrant Let us pray.  
  Faithful God, 
  we thank you for feeding us with this heavenly banquet. 
  Help us always to hear the prophet's call 
  to turn our hearts to you; 
  in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
People  Amen. 
 
Doxology 
Celebrant Glory to God, 
All  whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more  
than we can ask or imagine.  
Glory to God from generation to generation,  
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,  
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 
Announcements 
 
(Please stand) 
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Closing Hymn             CP 103 – On Jordan's Bank, the Baptist's Cry (verses 1, 3, 5) 
On Jordan's bank, the Baptist's cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 
For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away, 
like flowers that wither and decay. 
 
All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
whose advent doth thy people free; 
whom with the Father we adore 
and Holy Ghost for evermore. 
 
Dismissal  
Deacon Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude Music 
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St. John's This Week 
 
Today   Table Service in the Sanctuary 5pm 
Wednesday  Mid-Week Eucharist in the Chapel 12noon 
Thursday Hand Chime Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 5:45pm   

Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 7pm 
Saturday Advent Children’s Day in the Lower Hall 8:30am 
Sunday In-Person & Livestream Holy Eucharist Service  

in the Sanctuary 10:30am 
Blue Christmas Service in the Sanctuary 5pm 

 
Welcome to St. John’s Norway 
No matter where you find yourself on your journey of faith, you are so welcome to 
be here with us! We are a community of people—young and old, from all 
backgrounds and walks of life, who are learning to follow Jesus.  We ask questions, 
don’t avoid the tough issues that life presents, and we want to love our neighbours. 
Please fill out a Welcome Card online.  We would love to hear from you! 
 
Choir 
The choir rehearses on Thursdays at 7pm in the Sanctuary.  
We are always looking for new members! If you’re interested, please contact 
Declan at music@stjohnsnorway.com  for more details. 
 
Norway Needlework Group 
The Norway Needlework Group meets on Wednesdays from 1:00 – 2:30PM in the 
Prideaux Room.  Anyone can join and there will be free knitting and crochet lessons 
as well.  Come and see! 
 
 
 

http://stjohnsnorway.com/2880-2/
mailto:music@stjohnsnorway.com
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Car Pool for Advent Parish Retreat 
Need a ride to the Advent Parish Retreat on Saturday December 13th? Email 
Edward at the office if you are interested in providing this service, or if you would 
like a pick up.   
 
Waiting for the Light – Children’s Advent Day Saturday December 13 
Kids are invited to a free day of stories, games, crafts, and friendship as we prepare 
our hearts for Christmas and discover how God’s love shines in this season of hope. 
Lunch and snacks provided! Whether you’re attending the parish retreat or just 
need a little space in the busy season, kids can join us for a joyful mix of faith, fun, 
and creativity-- for part or all of the day! Come and see! 
 
Joyful Giving 
Thank you to all of you who have returned their annual giving intention form to the 
Church. The ongoing financial support of the whole parish is graciously 
appreciated. It is never too late to make a commitment or increase your 
contribution, using the form found online under the Giving tab on our website: 
stjohnsnorway.com.  
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  TO REACH US 
Rector: The Rev. Molly Finlay                            rector@stjohnsnorway.com 
Honourary Assistant: The Rev. Tay Moss      imc@tucc.ca 
Deacon: The Rev. John Quaggin                        deacon@stjohnsnorway.com 
Director of Music:  Declan Tse                          music@stjohnsnorway.com 
Lay Pastoral Associate: Christine Lambert christine@stjohnsnorway.com 
Theologian-in-Residence: Jonathan Slater theologian@stjohnsnorway.com 
Parish Administrator: Edward Cockerton   (416) 691-4560 
Cemetery Supervisor: Amber Viscount         (416) 691-2965 
Rector’s Warden: Gordon Stock                       (416) 302-9746 
People’s Warden: Katya Park                           (647) 705-1840  
Deputy Wardens:Vivian Clements, Janice Yorke,  
                                     Matthew Neugebauer 

 
 

www.stjohnsnorway.com 

LAND  
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
The land we are standing on today is the 
traditional territory of many nations including  
the  Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, 
the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the 
Wendat peoples and is now home to many 
distinct First Nations, Inuit, and Métis Peoples.  
We also acknowledge that Toronto is covered by 
Treaty 13 signed with the Mississaugas of the 
Credit, and the Williams Treaties signed with 
multiple Mississaugas and Chippewa bands. 
 

 
 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find the latest news and current events at  

www.stjohnsnorway.com 
 

COME AND SEE.              STJOHNSNORWAY.COM 

St. John’s Norway, Anglican Church 

470 Woodbine Avenue, Toronto, ON M4E 2H6 

 

Church Office Hours 

Monday to Friday – 9:00 am to  2:00 pm 

Email: admin@stjohnsnorway.com 

Phone: (416) 691-4560 

 

www.stjohnsnorway.com 

http://www.stjohnsnorway.com/
mailto:admin@stjohnsnorway.com

