
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S NORWAY 
We are so glad to have you worship with us! 

We are a growing, diverse, and energetic faith community learning to follow Jesus together. 
Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you are invited to join us. 

ST. JOHN’S NORWAY 
470 Woodbine Avenue Church Office: (416) 691-4560 Facebook: @stjohnsnorway 
Toronto, Ontario  E-mail: admin@stjohnsnorway.com Instagram: @stjohnsnorway 
M4E 2H6   Website: stjohnsnorway.com  Twitter: @stjnorway 
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Second Sunday of Advent 
10:30 AM – Sunday, December 5th, 2021 

 
Officiant & Preacher: The Rev. Molly Finlay 

Advent Candle Lighting: Anusha Shetty & Clements Edwin 
Intercessor: Bill Watts 

Music Director: Cara Halpin 
Soloist: Tara Baxendale 

 
Prelude                           Prelude in C (J.S. Bach) 
 
Welcome & Gathering of the Community 
 
(Please stand) 
 
Advent Hymn      People Look East! The Time is Near  (verse 2) (CP 91) 
 
Furrows, be glad! Though earth is bare, 
one more seed is planted there: 
give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
that in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 
 
The Lighting of the Advent Candles 
 
Reader 1 We light this candle as a symbol of the purity of heart only God can 

bring. 
Reader 2 For he shall purify his people like gold and silver, until they shine 

forth his righteousness!   
All   Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
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Hymn                               Comfort, Comfort Ye My People (CP 100) 
 
Comfort, comfort ye my people, 
speak ye peace: thus saith our God. 
Comfort those who sit in darkness 
bowed beneath oppression's load; 
speak ye to Jerusalem 
of the peace that waits for them: 
tell her that her sins I cover, 
and her warfare now is over. 
 
Hark! The herald's voice is calling 
in the desert far and near, 
calling us to new repentance 
since the reign of God is here. 
Oh, that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for Christ a way; 
let the valleys rise to meet him, 
and the hills bow down to greet him. 
 
Make ye straight what long was crooked; 
make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble 
as befits Messiah's reign. 
For the glory of the Lord 
now o'er earth is shed abroad, 
and all flesh shall see the token 
that God's Word is never broken. 
 
Celebrant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
be with you all.  

All   And also with you. 
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Collect of the Day  
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, 
who sent your servant John the Baptist 
to prepare your people to welcome the Messiah, 
inspire us, the ministers and stewards of your truth, 
to turn our disobedient hearts to you, 
that when the Christ shall come again to be our judge, 
we may stand with confidence before his glory; 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 
(Please be seated) 
 
The Proclamation of the Word  
 
The Readings  
Reader  A reading from the Book of Malachi.  
 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and 
the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight indeed, he is coming, 
says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and 
who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like 
fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 
until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the 
days of old and as in former years.                 (Malachi 3:1-4) 
 

Reader   The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
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The Song of Zechariah (Luke 1:68-79) 
 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people and set them free.  
 
He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, born of the house of his servant David.  
 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our 
enemies, from the hands of all who hate us.  
 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant. 
  
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, to set us free from the hands of 
our enemies, free to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his sight all the 
days of our life. 
 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before 
the Lord to prepare his way, to give his people knowledge of salvation by the 
forgiveness of their sins. 
 
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us, to 
shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide our 
feet into the way of peace.  
 
All stand for the Gospel.  
 
Reader  The Lord be with you.  
People   And also with you.  
Reader  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness.  

  



6 
 

He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, -as it is written in the book 
of the words of the prophet Isaiah, "The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways 
made smooth; -and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'"            

(Luke 3:1-6) 
 
Reader  The Gospel of Christ. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
The Sermon                          The Rev. Molly Finlay 
 
The Nicene Creed 
Celebrant  Let us confess our faith as we say, 
All   We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven:  
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by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father. 
With the Father and the Son 
he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic  
and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 
(Please sit or kneel for prayer) 
 
The Prayers of the People  
 
Confession and Absolution 
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, 
 God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
 he welcomes sinners  
 and invites them to his table.  
 Let us confess our sins, 
 confident in God’s forgiveness.  
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Silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant  Most merciful God,  
All  we confess that we have sinned against you  
  in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us,  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your name.   
Amen.   

 
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
  pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
  and keep you in eternal life; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
(Please stand) 
 
The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

We exchange a sign of God’s peace to one another, with a smile or peace sign.   
No hugs or handshakes for now.  You may be seated after the sharing of The Peace. 

 
(Please stand) 
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The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 
Invitation to Offering  

 
We at St John the Baptist Norway give regularly to God’s work through  

offerings and other gifts.  Our offerings support the life of the parish,  
as well as the work we do in the world, both locally and globally.  

 
We invite you to contribute financially as you can to the life and ministry of the parish.   

If you wish to donate in person or sign up for pre-authorized giving,  
you may contact the Church Office via e-mail or telephone  

using the information listed on the back of our bulletin.   
Thank you. 

 
(Please stand) 
 
The Prayer over the Gifts 
Celebrant God our strength, 

we are nothing without you. 
Receive all we offer you this day 
as you sustain us with your mercy; 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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Celebrant It is indeed right that we should praise you,  
gracious God, 
for you created all things. 
You formed us in your own image:  
male and female you created us. 
When we turned away from you in sin, 
you did not cease to care for us, 
but opened a path of salvation for all people.  
You made a covenant with Israel, 
and through your servants Abraham and Sarah  
gave the promise of a blessing to all nations.  
Through Moses you led your people 
from bondage into freedom; 
through the prophets 
you renewed your promise of salvation.  
Therefore, with them, and with all your saints  
who have served you in every age, 
we give thanks and raise our voices 
to proclaim the glory of your name.  

 
All  Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  

 
Celebrant Holy God, source of life and goodness,  

all creation rightly gives you praise. 
In the fullness of time, 
you sent your Son Jesus Christ,  
to share our human nature,  
to live and die as one of us,  
to reconcile us to you, 
the God and Father of all.  
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He healed the sick  
and ate and drank with outcasts and sinners; 
he opened the eyes of the blind 
and proclaimed the good news of your kingdom  
to the poor and to those in need.  
In all things he fulfilled your gracious will.  
 
On the night he freely gave himself to death,  
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,  
and said, “Take, eat: 
this is my body which is given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
After supper he took the cup of wine;  
and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you:  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it,  
do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
Gracious God, 
his perfect sacrifice 
destroys the power of sin and death;  
by raising him to life 
you give us life for evermore.  

 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith.  

All  Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  
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Celebrant  Recalling his death, 
proclaiming his resurrection, 
and looking for his coming again in glory,  
we offer you, Father, this bread and this cup.  
Send your Holy Spirit upon us 
and upon these gifts, 
that all who eat and drink at this table 
may be one body and one holy people, 
a living sacrifice in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
 
Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory is yours, almighty Father, 
now and for ever.  

People  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us,  

we are bold to say, 
People  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant God of promise, 
 you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom. 
People Happy are those who are called  

to the supper of the Lamb. 
 
The Communion 
Celebrant The gifts of God for the people of God. 
People  Thanks be to God! 
 
Choir  O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world: 

have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world: 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world: 
grant us thy peace. 

 
Communion Music               Comfort Ye My People (from The Messiah, G.F. Handel) 

Christ, Be Our Light (Bernadette Farrell) 
 
(Please stand) 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Faithful God, 
we thank you for feeding us with this heavenly banquet. 
Help us always to hear the prophet's call 
to turn our hearts to you; 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 
  



14 
 

Doxology 
Celebrant Glory to God, 
All  whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more  
than we can ask or imagine.  
Glory to God from generation to generation,  
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,  
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
 
Announcements 
 
(Please stand) 
 
Closing Hymn              On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry (verses 1, 3, 5) (CP 103) 
 
On Jordan's bank, the Baptist's cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 
For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away, 
like flowers that wither and decay. 
  
All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
whose advent doth thy people free; 
whom with the Father we adore 
and Holy Ghost for evermore. 
 
Dismissal  
Celebrant Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude                      Voluntary and Fugue in D Minor (William Boyce) 
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The flowers on the altar are given by Marion Cronsberry to the glory of God and 
in loving memory of her brother Stephen Dufferin Dinsmore. 

 
Announcements & Events 
 
St. John's This Week 
 
Wednesday Holy Eucharist in the Chapel at 12noon 
Thursday  Choir Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 7-9pm 

 
The Advent App is Here! 
At the Heart of Christmas is your companion through Advent and 
Christmas 2021, featuring daily reflections with audio, a family activity 
Advent Calendar and more! To download this app, simply visit the App 
Store and search for “At the Heart of Christmas”, tap the download 
button and enjoy! 
 
Apartment needed 
One of our people needs a new home—soon! They are looking for a one or two 
bedroom apartment and some kind of outdoor space would be a 
dream.  The budget for this is $1500/month.  Please email Molly with any 
leads! Thank you for brainstorming about this need in our community. 
 
Choir 
If you would like to join in this wonderful ministry, please contact Cara at 
music@stjohnsnorway.com or call her at 416-712-7922 for more details. 
 
Small Groups at St. John’s 
Due to popular demand, we are forming small groups to begin this winter term in 
January for 6 weeks!  If you are interested in this life-giving way to gather for 
prayer, bible study, and fellowship please email the office or sign up outside in the 
narthex.  Let us know if you would like to be in an in-person group or on ZOOM!  
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Congratulations to Katya Park 
Congratulations to our very own People’s Warden Katya Park for being honoured 
with the Order of the Diocese of Toronto for all her contributions to the life of the 
Church.  Due to capacity limits, we invite you watch the service on January 1st at 
2:30 pm on the Cathedral’s YouTube channel here: 
www.youtube.com/tordio135.  We give thanks to God for you Katya! 
 
Memorial Flowers 
If anyone wishes to give flowers to the glory of God and in memory, thanksgiving, 
or celebration of a loved one, please contact Edward at the office for more 
information. 
 
Advent Outreach Update 
Thank you to everyone who have been donating to the Baby Bundles. To date we 
have been able to put together 3 complete bundles. We still have some items left 
over to be put towards more bundles or donated to Moorelands for them to use for 
additional bundles.  Financial donations can be made to St John's. Please mark for 
Baby Bundles on your envelopes.  Our last day for donations will be December 
12th. 
 

• 2 Undershirts size 3-6 months  
• 3 Sleepers size 3-6 months  
• 2 Receiving Blankets  
• 3 Bibs  
• 3-4 Baby Wash Cloths  
• 2 Bath Towels  
• 1 Baby Blanket  
• 1 Package Baby Wipes  
• 1 Zinc Oxide Cream 50-100g  
• 1 Baby Lotion 500mL  
• 1 Baby Soap 500mL  
• 1 Sweater or Jacket  
• 1 Soft Toy or Board Book 

 
Contact Pat Murray at 416-698-7128 or at pat.murray58@hotmail.com if you have 
any questions.  Let us care for the young vulnerable in our neighbourhood this 
Advent!  
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Advent & Christmas at St. John’s 
 
December 19  10:30am Service of Lessons & Carols  
 
December 24  4pm Family Christmas Service  

with Nativity Animals & Pop-Up Christmas Pageant 
 

7pm Classic Christmas Eve Service with Carols 
 
10pm Candlelit Choral Christmas Eve Service* 
*All attendees must provide proof of vaccination 

 
December 25  10am Christmas Day Holy Eucharist 
  
December 26  10:30am First Sunday after Christmas  

Family Eucharist 
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Notes 
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  TO REACH US 

Rector: The Rev. Molly Finlay                         (416) 795-6700 
Director of Music: Cara Halpin                        (416) 712-7922  
Postulant & Youth Minister: Yohan Dumpala 
Children’s Minister: Lo Cook 
Parish Administrator: Edward Cockerton (416) 691-4560 
Cemetery Supervisor: Robert Turvey             (416) 691-2965 
Rector’s Warden: Gordon Stock                      (416) 302-9746 
People’s Warden: Katya Park                           (647) 705-1840  
Deputy Wardens: Rob Corrigan, Kathryn Kern 

 
 

www.stjohnsnorway.com 

LAND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
The land we are standing on today is the traditional 
territory of many nations including the Mississaugas 
of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the 
Haudenosaunee and the Wendat peoples and is 
now home to many diverse First Nations, Inuit, and 
Métis Peoples. We also acknowledge that Toronto is 
covered by Treaty 13 signed with the Mississaugas 
of the Credit, and the Williams Treaties signed with 
multiple Mississaugas and Chippewa bands 

St. John’s Norway, Anglican Church 
470 Woodbine Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M4E 2H6 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday to Friday – 9:00 am to  1:00 pm 

Email: admin@stjohnsnorway.com 

Phone: (416) 691-4560 

 

www.stjohnsnorway.com 

Find the latest news and current events at  

www.stjohnsnorway.com 
 

COME AND SEE.              STJOHNSNORWAY.COM 


